
Donald Bull is an executive producer with 20 years of experience in unscripted 
television. He has been a show creator and showrunner, and has hands-on 
knowledge of TV production and post-production.

His greatest strengths are knowing how to tell stories, and building teams that 
can transform those stories into weekly episodes.

He has worked on documentaries, docu-follow and docu-soap reality shows, 
competition shows, and formatted shows. He has directed and produced 
single-camera shows and multi-camera shows, and understands the production 
and post-production challenges of both.

He was the executive producer and co-creator of Dr. 90210. This series ran on 
E! Entertainment Television for six years and 86 episodes, and became an 
international hit. This show had a staff of 25 and shot segments around the world.

While at E!, he worked directly with all network departments to create, launch, 
produce and promote the show. Dr. 90210 became the #1 show on the network.

He has witnessed the transition from true documentary reality shows to the 
semi-scripted reality shows of today. 

He was the executive producer and showrunner for OWN’s first reality series — 
The Swell Life. This series chronicles a summer with world class surfer Izzy 
Paskowitz and his wife Danielle, as they raise three children, run the Paskowitz 
Surf camp and lead Surfers Healing, a foundation that helps kids with autism. 
This was a true documentary reality show. 

He was the co-executive producer and showrunner of Beverly Hills Nannies for 
ABC Family, which was more semi-scripted. 

He was a director on the reality series The Osbournes for MTV; he directed and 
edited Class Reunion, the first ever reality TV movie of the week for NBC; and he 
directed and edited the first season of Bug Juice for Disney Channel.

He has worked on shows and pilots for NBC, ABC, MTV, ABC Family, E!, Bravo, 
OWN, Style, A&E, Lifetime, WE, VH1, Disney Channel, AMC, CMT and TruTV. 

He also directs, edits and produces corporate and fundraising videos. 



He started in San Francisco doing documentaries for KQED. With degrees in 
Biology and English from UC Berkeley, he co-produced documentaries on the 
AIDS epidemic, marijuana wars, alcoholism and teenage pregnancy. He won a 
local Emmy for co-producing the documentary In My Mother’s House.

He moved to Los Angeles to attend UCLA Film School, where he received a 
Masters Degree in Film and TV production.  

He then edited groundbreaking reality shows like The Real World. He worked for 
executive producers Thom Beers, Bertram Van Munster, Jon Murray, Douglas 
Ross, and more, and was often hired to edit the first episodes of their series to 
set their look and tone.

Editing taught him how to tell a story, what elements a TV show needs, and gave 
him a deeper understanding of post-production and how to build a post team.

He wrote The Reality TV Director and Producer Guidebook, a manual on how to 
direct and produce documentary reality shows, available on smashwords.com. 
This guidebook has been used as a teaching tool on many docu-follow reality 
shows and was a “bible” at Bunim-Murray for many years.

Additional:

He is a member of the Producers Guild of America and the Editors Guild. 

He is a writer. His thriller novel, The Picture Kills is published by The Story Mer-
chant and is for sale on Amazon and in independent book stores. The sequel, 
Six Passengers, Five Parachutes, will be released in 2016. 

He has also written award-winning screenplays, and created Story Detectives, a 
non-profit program that taught creative writing to elementary school students.

He is a filmmaker — his short film Dodgeball was a hit on the festival circuit.

Please explore his website and his work at IntersectionProductions.com. 

You can also reach him at dibull@aol.com and IanBullAuthor@gmail.com
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